THE URBAN LAND INSTITUTE 


crear &: SURE SH, N. . . WASH tC 7 ON, D. 8 EXECUTEVE 6256 


BULLETIN 


October 1942 


Dear Member: 


‘REPRESENTATIVES OF DIVERSE ee mea KING IN THE FIELD o- ee REDEVELOP. 


se — 


MENT CAME TO TO § SUBS. WIL AL A AGREEING M1 TUM] PLANNIN G AND = rLDING + ODJECTIVES 
AT A RE SCNT CO} FERENCE 1} EELD AT Ti AN ROOK 4Y OF ARZ. The on session 
was held at the invitation of ici Searinen, "ieaatians of the Academy, on Septem- 


ber 10 and 11, ° 


In a Memorendum written for the occasion, Mr. Saarinen presented his plan for 
"organic decentralization", which is described as a "sredual and pre-designed evo- 
lution from the present disorderly spread of the growing city, into the formation 
of individual communities such as are well-organized, functionally, physically, and 
architecturally, and are protected one from the other by means of a belt system of 
free land." This was discussed in connection with the proposals of the Urban Land 
Institute, the F.H,A, Handbook, and the Greer-Hansen plan, 


In the final session the conferees came to a definite egreenent on thirteen 
specific policies for urban redevelovment involving Federal assistance for redeve= 
lopment, metropolitan-wide planning, broadened powers of condemnation, wider use 
of the neighborhood unit principle in planning, the elimination of non-conforming 
urban land uses, and control of building design. 


Although no publicity was given to the conference, a transcript of the pro- 
ceedings is being prepared for the confidential use of U.L.I. members, It will be 
mailed to you with a copy of Mr, Saarinen's Memorandun, 


The conference was attended by James Atkinson, President, the Detroit Real 
Estate Board; Frank Cortright, Executive Secretary, National Association of Home 
Builders of the United States, Washington; George Emery, City Plenner, Detroit; 
Harry Grayson, Detroit Edison Company; Guy Greer, Senior Economist, Federal Re- 
serve System, Washington; Homer Hoyt, Director of Research, Chicago Plan Commission; 
Robert Mitchell, National Resources Planning Boerd, Washington; Herbert U. Nelson, 
Executive Vice-President, National Association of Real Estate Boards, Chicago; Peul 
Oppemnu, Federal Housing Administration, Washington; Huzh Potter, U.L.I. Board of 
Trustees, Houston; Leonard Reawne, Detroit Real Estate Hoard; Mrs, Samuel I, Rosen- 
man, Chairnan, National Committee on the Housing Emergency, Inc., New York; Paul 
. EP Stark, President, The Urban Land Institute, Madison; Carl S, Wells, Detroit 
Real Estate Board; Foster Winter, U.L,I, Board of Trustees, Detroit; and staff men~- 
bers of the Academy and the Institute, 
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IN ATTENDANCE AT THE CRANBROOK MEETING 
Mr, Grayson, Mr, Saarinen, Mrs. Rosenmen, Mr. Greer, Mr, Emery, Mr. Atkinson 














WILLIAM ANDERSON CF THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA HAS SURVEYED THE UNITS ¢ C3 COVERY. 






MENT IN THE UNITED STATES TO DETBERINE, ANON OTHER. THINGS, Wet in ER OR NOT WE B HAVE 
TOC MANY OF THEM AND CONCLUDES THAT WE HAVE. The 165,049 units of Government in the 
United States in 1941 indicate a disavpeerence of 10,369 wnits in the oo de~ 
cade, This reduction wes due primarily to consolidations of school districts, The 
study elso finds that a number of urben counties have become atrophied — the five 
coumty areas in the City of New York end the counties containing Buffalo, Denver, 
Philadelphia, St. Lovis, New Orleans, and San Francisco — through absorption into 
the city government, Mr. Anderson, however, would encourage e far greater reduction 
in the number of governmental wits, He presents a rationalized scheme, which 
through eliminations end consolidations, would result in approximately one=ninth the 
number of units now in existence, The inference that the American citizen is sup- 
porting nine times as meny governments es he needs is one that should be poncered 
carefully in this time of preparation for a better postewar nation, 





Other tentative conclusions of the study (The Units of Government in the United 
States, publication No, 83, Public Administration Service, Chicago) suggest that 
there be in rural, as well es in urban, arees e single immortent administrative unit 
in each defined area for atiministrative efficiency and economy; the elimination of 
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WAR _REPLANNING AND RESULLDING OF “HE CITY. Its objectives include provision for large 
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sepsrate school districts and other speciel districts; anc the establishment of a 
city-county type of unit in the main urben centers, 


MEL SCOTT'S "CITIES ARE FOR PEOPLE" MAY PROVE 70 BE A MODERN COUNTERPART OF THE 
BURNHAM AM PRIMER, The renlization of many of the civic objectives first established 
in the Burnham plen for Chicago is frequently attributed to the popularization of 
the plen in the public schools through use of the famous primer, Mr. Scott has pre= 
psred his book for use in the public schools of Los Angeles, and while it advocates 
no specific physical plan, it does urge the use of definite planning principles and 
solicits public support for planning conscious public officials, Engagingly written 
and dramatically illustrated, it will undoubtedly find en eager audience far beyond 


the Los Angeles area, ‘ 


BROADNESS OF PERSPECTIVE IN URBAN REDEVELOPMENT was urged by Frederick M, Babcock 
in an address to tne recent convention of the > Mortgage Bankers Association of America, 
Some excerpts: 


"The nomenclature of urban rebuilding is honeycombed with words which stert with 
the prefix *Re-"*s; Rebuild, restore, reconstruct, rehsbilitete, replace, recover, 
remodel, renovate, recentralize, and so forth. One might immediately surmise that 
the resl objectives of the progruns to rebuild our cities are the restoration or 
yoteting up of the very city structure which has produced the listed evil condi- 
tions," 


"We wish to produce en urban structure which serves our people effectively. We 
want pleasant healthful houses, good schools, and convenient shopping. We want 
smooth wide highways, clean factories, and quiet dignified churches, We want a 
number of ‘separations! of urban land uses and city functions and we went an inte- | 
gration of man's new city with God's countryside," 


“Of course all the treditional virtues of the suburben trend can be incorporated, 
All the vices of the traditional urban structure will be guarded against, I'd 

put a time limit on the lives buildings are permitted to live. Each of the dis-' 
tricts or unit areas in the districts would be made automatically self-regenereting 
by specifying in advence some date on which owners would be required to discontinus 
the prevailing uses of land, There would then be a general redetermination of a 
proper use for the recovered land, We could, if we wished, preserve the historic 
town pump, old churches, and architectural gems, We might choose to rebuild with 
urban structures or to assign the area to some open use such as a greenbelt or air 
drone, " 


"and what of the objectives? They should relate solely to the things we want our 
cities to give us, We will no longer be trying 'to restore’ this and 'to rehebi- 
litete' that. We will be building. Our objectives will be positive. Of course, 
we would remove present buildings in some districts end rebuild with new buildings, 
But we would only rebuild in places where the old city happened to be in the way 
of the new city, In other words we wouldn't be rebuilding; we would merely be 
preparing the land for building. We will be seeking to create an economic and 
social environment in which the ordinary man has a richer life." 


BUFFALO'S ACTIVE CITY PLANNING ASSOCIATION HAS PROPOSED DEFINITE GOALS FOR POST. 
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scale redevelopment by private en- 
terprise and the creation of an 
adequately empowered division of 
planning in the city government, 
The Association has for months 
been engaged in exhaustive studies 
of substandard residential areas 
in Buffalo including detailed block 
by block studies of typical areas 
which are to be followed by modern 
plans for their reconstruction, 


A SIGNIFICANT FORECAST OF POSTWAR 
AMERICA IS MADE IN A RECENT NT _ADVER— 
TISEMENT OF TH NEW YORK TIMZS. It 
differs from much that is being 
said about city rebuilding in that 
it does not express a mere hone for 
better cities, nor is it essential- 
ly an admonition to rebuild cities. 
It is simply a business institue 
tion's opinion that the rebuilding 
of our urban centers on a truly 
vast scale is going to take place, 
We think it is a enough 
to reproduce here. 


THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IS ESTA. 
BLISHING A CONFERENCE GROUP ON 
POST-WAR URBAN REDEVELOPMENT, The 
Committee, to be composed of from 
20 to 25 representatives of nation- 
el organizations, will be assisted 
in staff work by the Chember's Con- 
struction and Civic Development 
Department. Its purpose is to 
serve es a clearing house for ideas 
and suggestions. 


U.L.I. TRUSTEE HUGH POTTER has re- 
cently become a member of the 
Board of Directors of the National 
Committee on the Housing Emergency, 
Inc. 


This is still only a mirage 


_ 
» This time, whea Johnay Comes Marching Hoene, it’s going to be diferent! 


Site We're going wo make work for him .. . building! 
y 


Building ne* homes and aparuments to replace out-of-dare, overcrowded 
dwellings Bu.lding new bospicals, sew schools, sew communmy centers, 
wew office buildings, new mores, new factories. 

By building, we'll ward cf unemploymen:, we'll foil the bogeyman of 

Johnay will be able co marry che girl wbo sayed out from under 
the apple tree Their children will grow up healchier, betver educated, living 
sm surroundmgs chat # ll make them more senucve to besuty, more 
appreciative of freedom. 

‘Yes, char's che bope chat has sprung up spootancousty over all che co atry! 

Bust as yer it’s only » mirege 

le ds trve chat if we were to do away wich the blighced areas in our cities 
which are che aw ful breeding grounds of disease, crime and misery, and 
make chem bt for Americans to live and work in, ibe whole man power and 
industrial capacity of the mation could be employed for fity years to come... 

Bus before thar can happen, someching must be done! The ob must be 
pleased. It aus be plaoned city by city, for each one presenss a different 
problem Ouly che City Fathers of our thousands of communities cap get this 
planning done. And only when the planning has bees done cia the 
building induse tn the micage wco reality and provide jobs and che 
higher sandard of living that we com have when the war w Son. 

So there is 2 job for you to do wow! For ow us the time for atizens of 
ee ees 0 demand that’ the pla ure 

¢ for bnanci sl ikesadin o tel! the nar 
ake made poss ible bre - 
of beacing or sit cx 
ubawiber ike the, places we work « 
ple jeassnt and ber ng 
materials co ¢ el ike heaesh aod oew products char will « sania 
construction ... 


(And certainly, to do that kind of sellin age 0 the American aguas Tee: 
se bh 


cake $800,000 fai hesaiad ert ACR the 
ane untry’s mow populous area, New York, but 
4 towns. Because The Times publishes the most cews, 
je news ss ais 
Gacieasaind the edico: 
See Je who bar okanhes med, and ho, because they ere inform 
are eaturally looked to for leadership. 
The readers of The New York Times can bring acceptance to a produc; 
they can mart a tread in fashions of opiniods, they can set America to 
planning for the furure 


She New York Gimes 


“ALL INE NEWS THAT'S FIT TO PRINT” 


COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY IS PLANNING AN EVENING COURSE FOR ITS SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE to 
train architects and planners for service in the enormous building activity that is 
anticipated immediately after the close of the war, Another purpose of the evening 
course is to permit men in the service to obtain technical training in evening classes 
upon their return to civilian life. The subject matter of the evening courses will 
parallel those given in the day school and will lead to the degree of Bachelor of 
Architecture, 


Sincerely yours, 


Director 








